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Dam safety program staffing, priorities
• Staffing:

• Terry Medley, Program manager, Water Structures
• Ambrose Ketter, Dam Safety team
• Staff: Laura Gray, Bridget Paulk, Mikayla Dendurent (Kortan),
Leonard Bristow (Stockton)
• New staff: BJ Edmonston

• Priorities: dam safety inspections, permits (new and
upgrades), Emergency action plans (EAPs), breach maps,
hazard classification, dam safety conference, other
educational outreaches.

Various matters
• New administration. Interim Secretary: Mike Beam.
• Dam safety conference: Last one held March 6, 2018. Next one will be
in 2020.
• Water use reports due March 1.
• Note: failure to report fees are significant.
• Starting this year, filing on-line free; you will be required to pay a $20/file to
send in a paper copy. We have video tutorials on how to file online by type of
use, including sedimentation. Or reach to us for help (field office, phone).

• We hope to make another run at simplifying our regulations.

• When term permits for dam refilling after maintenance will be clarified.

Legislative matters
• Environmental Coordination Act - working on a bill to repeal the Act.
• Fees - Due to budget needs, discussing a bill to increase fees by $100
for water appropriation permits and water structures permits.

Interstate water compacts
• Republican River Compact (RRC)

• Long-term agreements, adopted by the RRC Administration, summer 2016
• Kansas and Colorado have settled claims regarding Colorado’s past 2003-13
over use of water under the Compact. Colorado has paid Kansas $2 million
and is investing an additional $2 million in Colorado to reduce its use on the
South Fork immediately above Kansas.
• We are working with the basin to discuss how to best invest the $2 million.

• Kansas-Colorado Arkansas River Compact (ARCA)

• Colorado proposing a new account in John Martin Reservoir. Kansas could see
water quality benefits as the account facilitates irrigation improvements in
Colorado. But many issues need to be resolved.

Hays/Russell Pending Changes Applications
and Proposed Water Transfer
• Proposal to change 7,647 acre-feet (AF) from irrigation
use on the R9 Ranch to municipal use for Hays/Russell
• Two approvals required:
1) contingent approval from KDA-DWR to change
applications
2) approval of the proposed water transfer via the
Water Transfer Act process
• Proposed change approval terms:
• Annual limitation 6,756 AF/year and 10-year limitation
of 48,000 AF (an average of 4,800 AF/year).
• Currently evaluating input from GMD5, WaterPACK,
others related to the proposed changes.
• If changes contingently approved, the Water Transfer
proceeding would be initiated (9-15 months to complete).

Quivira National Wildlife Refuge impairment

Seeking a remedy for the Quivira impairment
• Impairment by upstream junior wells found, summer 2016
• Augmentation is an essential part of the remedy to minimize economic
impacts to the basin. It cannot be ordered; it must be developed by the basin.
MOU between GMD5 and chief engineer approved Nov. 2018.
• In addition to augmentation, to slow further streamflow declines, an approx.
15% reduction in junior groundwater pumping is an essential part of the longterm remedy.
• Over the past 15 months, KDA and GMD5 have worked together to develop a
LEMA framework and requirements to address the impairment. However the
GMD 5 board has not provided a LEMA that fulfills these requirements.
• KDA is broadening its work with the basin toward on a long-term solution that
addresses the impairment, while providing as much flexibility in use as
possible to protect the economy. Such solution could quite possibly require an
IGUCA proceeding.

Current directions to extend Ogallala life and
benefits (LEMAs, WCAs, etc.)
• Local Enhanced Management Areas (LEMAs)

• Sheridan 6 LEMA approved for second 5-year period for 2018-22.
• Northwest Kansas GMD 4 “district-wide” LEMA approved with allocations by
township, based on rate of decline. Judicial review on-going.
• Active discussions on-going with Western KS GMD No 1 for a Wichita County
LEMA. GMD1 plans to will start discussions with other counties in GMD1 in 2019.

• Water Conservation Areas (WCAs)

• Significant WCAs: Wichita County; Kearney-Finney County area.
• By end of year we expect: 72,000+ acres enrolled; 10,500+ acre-feet of annual
water savings in WCAs.
• Benefits of WCAs: water savings (likely under estimated), flexibilities allow water
users to maintain profitability, demonstration to others of what can be achieved,
and discussions leading to consideration of additional LEMAs

Sheridan 6 LEMA : Significantly reduced groundwater use
• Blue = reported use
• Orange = estimated
use based on climate
factors (2000-12)
• Actual use 2013-17
was 32% less than
predicted by climate.
• 5-year values:
• Historic average
149,100 AF
• 2013-17 actual use
89,700 AF
• 2013-17 savings
59,100 AF or 39%

For

For more information
http://www.agriculture.ks.gov/dwr
To subscribe to updates:
agriculture.ks.gov/dwr-updates

Questions & Discussion

Ogallala – next steps
• While these uses of these new tools represent progress, esp. in areas like
the Sheridan LEMA, Wichita County WCA, and the Kearney-Finney County
area, the benefits on local.
• Declines continue through much of the Ogallala, resulting in declining
pumping rates, increasing conflicts, limited future. Change is necessary for
region’s long-term future.
• Individual waterusers can take action to extend the life of their water
supply use via individual voluntary action, WCAs, etc.
• But expanded joint action offers the best hope for extending the regional
economies depending on the declining Ogallala.
• Change is a challenge. Current efforts show change is possible and provides
real long-term benefits, particularly to those who make those changes.
• Talk to DWR and your GMD about options for using these tools

“Sheridan 6” LEMA
• NW KS GMD 4 identified high priority areas
• Model demonstrated benefits of cuts stay put
• “Sheridan 6” HPA cut use 20%.
• In 2017, the LEMA extended for another 5 years (2018-22)

GMD#4 District Wide LEMA
• Based on rate of decline
• Conservation factor related to
50% or 80% NIR
• Zones factor in variability in
precipitation from west to east
• 5-year LEMA allocation
• No additional flexibilities,
encourages WCAs
• Initial hearing: Aug 23, 2017
• Second hearing: Nov 14, 2017

Wichita Aquifer Storage & Recovery (ASR)
requested modifications
• Wichita’s ASR project approved in phases: Phase I in 2005 (Burrton plume
focus) and Phase II in 2009 & 2010.
• The City is requesting the bottoms of the basin storage area (BSA) be
lowered as the current bottoms prevents the City from accessing some credits

during drought. Requested bottoms range between 72 - 86% of full aquifer in the
various index cells.

• The City is also requesting a new way to generate recharge credits.

• Over the 15 years, the City has moved 400,000 AF of its use from the Equus
Beds Aquifer to Cheney Reservoir, contributing to the recovery of the aquifer
to near-full conditions, making it difficult for the City to build the credits it
needs in a protracted drought.

• A public comment hearing held on Tuesday. A formal hearing by the
parties, to be held in March, to allow parities for more preparation time.

Kickapoo Water Right Settlement - Background
• The Kickapoo Tribe
is a federally
recognized Indian
Tribe
• Under the Winters
doctrine, the Tribe
has a federal
reserved water
right with a priority
date of October 24,
1832

Kickapoo settlement and
water right quantification
• Settlement/quantification of water right:
• 4700 AF for direct use based on municipal
build-out concept consistent with state
rules.
• MOA between Tribe and chief engineer
• establishes procedures for
communication, monitoring and
protection of the Tribal Water Right,
• annual reviews to insure it remains
current, especially as the Tribe develops
storage.

• Must be approved by Congress, bill
introduced. Generally a long process

Water rights subject to
administration
• During times of shortage, when the Tribe is
unable to meet it direct demands or when
its storage is below target levels, the Tribe
may request curtailment of upstream water
rights.
• Upstream water rights: 2 irrigation, 4
industrial, 2 recreational and 23 sediment
control dams.
• Watershed dams will be required to bypass
inflows.
• No administration of domestic use.
• No administration if the chief engineer
determines it would be “futile.”

Downstream water rights
potentially effected
• As the Tribe develops its water right, it
will use and store waters that formerly
made its way downstream.
• However, few downstream rights are
immediately downstream of the
Reservation.
• The maximum drainage area
anticipated to be controlled by Tribal
storage would be less than 5% of the
drainage area above Valley Falls.

